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As we finish out the school year and begin thinking

ahead to the next, I am pleased to share with you some

changes coming to our website and membership

registration system.

We have acknowledged some of the technical issues

advisors and students have faced with registrations and

certificates getting to students for inductions, and we

are taking action! We are excited to introduce a new

registration system that gives the advisors more power

and flexibility in setting up their chapters. Psi Alpha is

thrilled to provide a more user friendly interface and

begin working to fill a blog space for both advisors and

students to utilize for resources, activities, public

service projects, and a plethora of other resources, as

our chapters continue to grow and have impact on the

communities around them.

After the website transition has taken place, Psi Alpha

will send out registration information and "training"

instructions, to aid in the transferring of your members,

as well as the addition of new members. Please do not

hesitate to reach out with any questions. We are still

looking to feature what YOUR student and chapters are

working on! Please send submissions to

psialphanational@gmail.com

Happy Psi Alpha Day!

Kristen Mitzel

Director of Operations
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Psi Alpha’s mission is to enhance America’s high school
students’ understanding and knowledge of the science of
psychology, how psychology benefits society, and career

opportunities available in psychology.

Hello Psi Alpha,

 I hope this finds you all happy,

healthy, and generally feeling well. I

know folks are beginning to be of

better mood as Spring springs around

us and it seems we may be on the

downhill side of a worldwide

pandemic. We survived and should be

stronger moving forward.

 Psi Alpha, as an organization, has

weathered a tough storm as well.

Although growth of the organization

has not met pre-Covid projections,

we have grown none-the-less.

Growth will allow us to continue

adding exciting features and

opportunities for our student

members and their dynamic faculty

advisors. Be sure to read Ms.

Mitzell’s section of this Newsletter as

she shares upgrades to the website.

A message from
our Executive
Director:

 Enhancing the website is the first step

in bringing you all additional

opportunities for networking and

creating relationships with peers as

well as professionals and educators

throughout the psychology discipline.

I have been networking with a number

of professionals involved in

psychological science throughout the

country who are interested in serving

on an Advisory Board to further

promote and grow Psi Alpha. We are

very excited about the future and have

many initiatives on the drawing board.

Please never hesitate to contact Ms.

Mitzel or myself with your ideas for

Psi Alpha. What would you like to see?

How can Psi Alpha assist you in your

growth and understanding of

psychological science? Psi Alpha is

only as strong as our student members

and advisors.

 

Please enjoy the Newsletter. Ms. Mitzel

is always looking for material so be

sure to send her pictures and write-ups

of your activities. Stay safe and stay

well.

Peace,

Dr. Gerber

Psi Alpha Executive Director



Servitude in a
Pandemic

As quarantine conditions lifted from Miami-

Dade County Public Schools for the 2021–

2022 school year, the Psychology Honor

Society here at Coral Reef High School dusted

itself off, pumped for its first full official

year as a Psi Alpha chapter.

Knowing firsthand how damaging COVID-19

can be for communities, our first goal as a

club was to give back to the different ones

around us. In October, we partnered with

three shelters for the unhoused—the Lotus

House, the Camillus House, and the Miami

Bridge Youth & Family Services—preparing

goodie bags for the families there. Over the

course of two weeks, we had gathered enough

candies to fill over 220 goodie bags, ready to

be delivered firsthand on Halloween Day.

And in preparation for the Holiday season,

our chapter opened December by hosting a

Gift Drive on campus, inviting all students to

pitch in toys and house necessities that might

make a family’s Christmas or New Year’s

celebrations. Partnering with the orphanage

One More Child Miami to get gifts for specific

families in need, we hosted wrapping sessions

and encouraged club members to join in on a

good cause before the year’s end. Seven days

before Christmas Eve, the Coral Reef Psi

Alpha Chapter had delivered over 40 presents

for five families.

We want your thoughts!

Do you have an organization in mind that could use Psi Alpha's support? Let us know! Are you performing service projects with
your chapter? Be sure to take photos, and show off your service skills!

 
Send any submissions to psialphanational@gmail.com to be considered for our next newsletter, to be published in September!

Chapter Spotlight

Coral Reef High School
 

Heading into 2022, we’ve brought our focus as

a club back to the school setting, aiming to

advance our peers’ knowledge of the psych

field. After-school tutoring sessions have been

hosted by the chapter and its club sponsor

since September, with members now ramping

up their studies to help prepare their

classmates for the upcoming Advanced

Placement and International Baccalaureate

exams. We had also organized a Valentine’s

Day school fundraiser, creating pink-and-red

candy grams with psychology-related puns as

a cute and fun way to share psych knowledge

with others.



cont. from page 3- Coral Reef High School

And for the members especially interested in exploring how psychological concepts appear in the world around

us, we’ve innovated our own activity: Psych Talks. After classes expose students to the fundamentals, Psych

Talks bring them to life. Members are encouraged, through a casual 2-5 minute “talk,” to apply the concepts

they’ve learned to a worldly topic they’ve picked out for themselves. Members pick topics they’re passionate

about—horror films, for example, or the cinematography behind them—and investigate them with

psychological concepts to see how they combine.

Our goal with the activity is to make psychology fun, interactive, and approachable. So far, members have

mixed-and-matched topics for Talks ranging from “how optical illusions make horror films scary” to “how

mental illness is represented in 1900s literature,” and more still have used the opportunity to tap into their

inner psychologist, looking back on established theories like Bandura’s Social Learning Theory to see how

they hold up today.

But our biggest event by far this year was hosting our Psi Alpha Induction Ceremony. It had been pushed back

for two years due to COVID-19, and so our year marked the very first ceremony in all of Coral Reef history.

Florida International University’s Psychology Assistant Professor Dr. Aaron Mattfeld opened the event as a

keynote speaker, sharing with us his experience studying neurology and developmental psychology. Members

held candles and their official Psi Alpha certificates as they were sworn in by our club sponsor. The members

were treated to catering after the event, and many got to engage with Dr. Mattfeld one-on-one for more advice

in the field.

With the induction ceremony commemorating our official roster of the 2021–2022 school year, we at Coral

Reef look forward to the many more successful years—full of both community service and intellectual pursuit

—that befit the Psi Alpha name.

Are you the next chapter in the spotlight?

Photos and narratives of what your chapters are up to are always accepted.
Send any submissions to psialphanational@gmail.com to be considered for our next newsletter, to be published in September!

Chapter Spotlight

Coral Reef High School cont.
 



Advisors Only: A new corner to keep you in the loop!

If you haven't already, head on
over to Facebook and become a

member of our advisor corner! This
is a space for advisors only to talk
about their chapter happenings,
ask questions, share ideas, and

more! All of the national council are
members, and you can get

connected with all of them! You will
be approved by an admin once you

request to join! This page is for
current and former advisors, as

well as those interested in
chartering their own chapter!

Please visit
https://www.facebook.com/Psi

AlphaNational
And don't forget to like and follow our

main page for all the Psi Alpha
updates you need!



psialpha.org Psi Alpha National High School Honor Society 

FREE Membership for
new Psi Alpha Members!

Psi Alpha and the American
Psychological Association has
partnered to provide free APA
memberships to first year high school
members of Psi Alpha for all of 2022!

Advisors have the Code!

Please ask your advisors to check
their advisor email for information
about how to gain access to this
wonderful feature!

Student members will receive benefits
like 60% off journals, 25% off books and
materials, access to PSYCnet Gold
Database, digital subscriptions to
Monitor on Psychology and American
Psychologist PLUS access 10 full-text
articles from APA journals, Earn 5 FREE
credits (1 CE credit per program) online
and receive printable certificates, and
career resources!

Any students who have registered online
with Psi Alpha, and have paid their
membership fee is eligible to receive
membership. Memberships extend
through the end of 2022. Please email
psialphanational@gmail.com for
questions.

In partnership with:

Psi Alpha is proud to announce another
year of FREE APA Membership



May is...
Mental Health Awareness Month

1 in 4 people will suffer from
some form of mental illness

this year
As we acknowledge this important month, Psi Alpha thanks
our advisors for facilitating psychological education, and our
students for pursuing the science behind mental illness and

the psychology discipline. Your contribution to the field of
mental health is insurmountable!

Visit this link
here to view

NAMI's Mental
Health Month

Resource Guide
for your chapter!

https://www.nami.org/NAMI/media/NAMI-Media/PDFs/
2022-MHM-PARTNER-Guide_FINAL.pdf

https://www.nami.org/NAMI/media/NAMI-Media/PDFs/2022-MHM-PARTNER-Guide_FINAL.pdf


Psi Alpha Scholarships

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

Attach all documents as a PDF file

Subject line: Title of Award

Email to: psialphanational@gmail.com

DUE JUNE 1ST, 2022 11:59 PM PST

Psi Alpha Outstanding Student Scholarship

Psi Alpha Chapter Service Scholarship

Psi Alpha Outstanding Advisor Award Nomination

Psi Alpha Chapter Excellence Award
Please visit https://psialpha.org/awards/chapter-excellence/ for

the chapter excellence award criteria and application

This award seeks to recognize one student annually who excels not only academically, but
also possess leadership qualities in their chapter or outside in other ways. Applicants
should exhibit leadership qualities, perform acts of service, and contribute to the growth of
the psychology discipline throughout their chapter.

Award: $200 scholarship
 

Psi Alpha seeks to award one chapter that has led a service learning project or campus
activity that embodies the mission of Psi Alpha and promoted psychology locally. We ask
that chapters provide a detailed essay describing a leadership event that showcased the
chapter’s passion for psychology. Paper is to be submitted in APA format.

Award: $200 check written to the Chapter

To receive this award, students or other members or advisors can nominate a current, active
advisor. Nominators will describe the advisor’s ability to inspire students in gaining a deeper

understanding of psychology through leading their Psi Alpha chapter. Nominators should
submit a 500-word essay describing their advisor’s contribution to their chapter and/or the

organization as a whole and how they are actively working to uphold the mission of Psi Alpha.
Award: $100 check written to the Advisor for use in their chapter

https://psialpha.org/awards/chapter-excellence/


High School Seniors!
June is Graduation Month!
Graduation is coming up and 

official Psi Alpha regalia can only be
found at Award Concepts! 

 
Visit:

https://acgreek.com/greek/home.php
for membership cords, stolls, and tassels. 

Get social with us!

facebook.com/PsiAlphaNational

@psialphanational

psialphanational.org


